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the following Friday, secondly, that German action had
shaken the confidence of the nations in the trustworthiness
of future German promises. Nevertheless, the German pro-
posals were to be studied. A peace structure might be rebuilt
on the ruins of peace. There was no reason to suppose that
Germany meant hostilities; but, lastly, if she did, Britain
would once again stand by France or Belgium. The Times
first leader called this an admirable statement, and the
political correspondent went on to deny some well-founded
rumours.
4 It is understood that the suggestion that Lord Halifax
should take part in the conversations with the repre-
sentatives of France, Belgium, and Italy in Paris and there-
after in Geneva, came from Mr. Eden himself, and was
warmly approved by his Ministerial colleagues.* * Critics of
the Government at Westminster last night * were suggesting
that the Lord Privy Seal was being sent as * a restraining in-
fluence ' on his colleague, but the fact was that the Foreign
Secretary was anxious to have Lord Halifax at his side in his
difficult task: according to Madame Tabouis, however. Lord
Halifax was at the Quay d'Orsay because the British Cabinet
feared that Eden fi might act recklessly if left to himself'.
Whether or no that is the blunt truth, the influence of the
free-lance Halifax over foreign affairs was in the ascendant
from that day onwards. There was no break in the funda-
mental dualism of our policy.
On i2th March the Council of the League of Nations took
up its residence at St. James's Palace and the best London
hotels. Anthony Eden, at the summit of his prestige, presided
over its proceedings and destinies. Eden proposed to the
delegates that the German Government should, first, with-
draw all but a symbolical number of troops from the zone;
secondly, should not increase the number; and, thirdly,
should undertake not to fortify the zone at least until the
international situation had been regularized.
The crowds gathered, and the delegates waited anxiously.
311

